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placing himself in the forefront of the battle, and
soon the warriors were falling in piteous heaps on
either side. Then, at last, Arjun and Kama came
face to face, each of them filled full with deathless
hatred. For a moment each stood calmly regarding
the other. Then a shower of arrows began which
seemed to darken the face of the sky. But each of
the chieftains appeared to bear a charmed life, for
among those countless shafts which fell on either
side not one found its deadly mark ; and evening fell
without decision.

Early next morning Karna sought out Duryodhan
and said to him, " Day dawns, my King, the day
on which Arjun shall be slain, or my own life shall be
spent. Our hearts are indeed, as you say, filled with
mutual hatred, but as yet something has in a
mysterious manner always intervened to prevent
our putting the matter to the test of battle. To-day,
however, will end our rivalry. Before the sun sets
the life of Arjun or of Karna shall be over. There is
no room in the wide world for the fame of both of us,
for our skill with the bow is equal. Yet I own that
Arjun has the advantage of me in his charioteer, for
who can match the resistless onset of Krishna the
divine ? His sounding car skims along the plain
till it seems almost to fly, and this gives my enemy
an advantage which I must learn to turn to my own
profit. Give me Salya as my charioteer, however,
and I shall meet my foe on equal terms."

Permission was granted at once, and the famous
chariot-driver took Karna into the field early on